
A lesson about warm & cool colours.
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Lesson 1: 
The Colour Wheel

Pre-assess students using the 
hot dog and cool cat pres-
assessment.  
Introduce students to the colour 
wheel and show them how they 
can understand colour mixing 
by using the colour wheel.  Have 
them fill in the colours of the colour wheel 
by using only the primary colours
to mix the secondary colours.

Instructions
Supplies Needed:

Copies of worksheets in this 
packet.

Also:
Thin black markers

You choice of colour media, 
such as crayons and 

watercolours.

A lesson about using warm 
and cool colours.

Vocab Words
Warm Colours - Colours 
that remind you of fire, such as 
red, orange, and yellow.  Brown and 
tan are also warm colours.
Cool Colours - Colours 
that remind you of night or winter, 
such as blue, purple and green.  Cool 
gray is also a cool colour.

2 Lesson 2: Warm and Cool Colours

Introduce students to the concept of warm and cool colours.  
Ask students to name things that feel warm and cool or remind 
them of feeling warm or cool.  Point out that many of the things 
they mention also have warm and cool colours.  Show them how 
the colour wheel can me divided into 2 sides; the warm colours 
and the cool colours.  Have them fill out the warm and cool 
colour wheel and add some of their favourite warm and cool 
colours that are not on the colour wheel (Like pink, turquoise, 
gold, and lime green).  
Let them get started colouring the dogs with warm colours and the cats with cool 
colours on the “Hot Dogs and Cool Cats” colouring page.  (This can be something 
they come back and work on any time they finish early during the next couple of 
lessons.)
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Lesson 3: Cool Cats

Show students (and demonstrate) the step-by -step page on how to draw Cool 
Cat. Have them try drawing Cool Cat.  (In their sketchbooks, if they have them.)

Next show them the 2-page “Drawing a Cool Cat” and “Cat Expressions”.  Let them 
try out a couple of their own cats.  Have them colour their favourite cat with 
cool colours.

4
Lesson 4: Hot Dogs

Show students (and demonstrate) the step-by -step page on how to draw Hot 
Dog. Have them try drawing Hot Dog.  (In their sketchbooks, if they have them.)

Next show them the 2-page “Drawing a Hot Dog” and “Dog Expressions”.  Let them 
try out a couple of their own dogs.  Have them colour their favourite dog with 
warm colours.
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Lesson 5: Hot Dog and Cool Cat Friends

Give students a final piece of paper 9x12 or larger, and have them draw their 
favourite hot dog and cool cat.  While they are drawing, ask them to think of a 
name for each one.  (They could write the name on the back of their paper if 
they don’t want to forget.) 

Have students add warm and cool colours to their pictures.  (Your choice of 
media.)  A favourite media for me is using Crayola markers to make cat and dog 
“fur” lines.  Then go over the marker lines gently with a wet brush.  The marker 
“bleeds” and spreads the colour between the marker lines.  Darker colours usu-
ally work best for seeing this.  Try mixing 2 or more coloured fur lines, then see 
what happens when they mix.
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Plain water over Crayola marker fur texture.
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Lesson 6: Mount, Label, rubric and sharing 

Have students generate some ideas for the rubric criteria.  What would each of 
the levels look like? Use the 3 pages provided to record some of their responses.

When students are finished with their pictures, they can complete the label and 
rubric.

Glue the finished picture and label to the front side of a coloured piece of paper 
and the rubric to the back side, and they are ready to hang!

Hot Dogs & Cool Cats

Use this large example to demonstrate 
how to fill out the rubric.



Name and Class

Colour the dog with warm colours 
and the cat with cool colours.

Pre-Assessment

Meet Hot Dog 
and Cool Cat!
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Name ___________ Class________ 

Colour 
Mixing
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Can you make the secondary colours orange, green 
and violet by mixing the right primary colours?



One way to divide colours is by 
warm and cool colour groups.  

Warm and Cool Colours

Warm 
Colours

Cool 
Colours

Warm and 
Cool Colours

What are your favourite warm colours?

What are your favourite cool colours?
Can you think of any colours not on the  

colour wheel?
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Hot Dogs & 
Cool Cats

Colour the “Hot Dogs” with warm colours and the “Cool Cats” with cool colours.
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Hot Dog

Start with an oval.
Add a triangle coming 

out from below.
Don’t make it too perfect. 

Add 3 lines for the legs.
Add 2 circles for each eye.
Erase a place for the feet.

Add ovals shapes for the 
ears and nose.

Add curved lines for the feet.

1 circle inside each eye.
They will be the reflection.

Add a spot for Hot Dog’s back.

 Add a tail, eyebrows, iris and 
toes using curved lines.
Then add 2 straight lines 

for the bone.

Add the number 3
to each end of the bone.

Colour in the spot, nose, eyes 
and ears.

Good boy, Hot Dog!
What colour will you 

make Hot Dog?  
Can you make Hot Dog your 

favorite warm colour?
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Drawing a Hot Dog
Start with the Head Eyes

Noses

Mouths

Snouts and Ears
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Body Shapes

Bodies

If you add 
a collar 
be sure to 
make it 
curve 
around 
the neck.
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Dog Expressions

Surprised Excited Worried

Annoyed Nervous Disappointed

Frightened Determined Proud

Friendly Silly Confident



Cool Cat

Draw 2 curved lines for the 
ears and  the inside of the 

eyes. Three lines for the legs.

Triangles for the ears
2 curved lines for the feet.

Add straight lines for the 
whiskers and  curved lines 

for the tail and toes.
Fill in the eyes.

MEOW!
What colour will you make

Cool Cat?  
Can you make him your 

favorite cool colour?

2 circles for the eyes.
2 curved lines for the cheeks.

Erase a place for the ears and feet.

Add a triangle for the nose.Start with a triangle with
rounded corners.

Don’t make it too perfect.
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Cat Choice Drawing
Start with the body
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Head Shapes

Noses

Mouths

Tails

Eyes Sitting

Standing



Cat Expressions

Surprised Excited Sad

Annoyed Hungry Curious

Friendly Playful Proud

Sleepy Silly Content

Make your cat more interesting by giving it an expression.
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Name and Class

We learned about warm and cool colours.

Meet my cool cat
And my hot dog
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Name and Class

We learned about warm and cool colours.

Meet my cool cat
And my hot dog
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Hot Dogs and Cool Cats

Hot Dogs and Cool Cats
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Hot Dogs and Cool Cats

Example
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CREDITS

 Fonts:
The Fancy Deal 

KG Fonts
Brittney Murphy Fonts

Lesson and artwork by Stacey Peters.
You can also find lessons and drawing resources on

Expressive Monkey's Website
Expressive Monkey’s TpT Store

Sharing is awesome!  However...

Copyright © 2017 Expressive Monkey.  All rights reserved.

Support the creation of more great lessons like this by sharing the web link, 
not the actual document with your friends.

Permission is granted for one person’s use in a classroom or home setting.  
Distributing this work by any means is prohibited. (Even for free resources.)

Helpful Expressive Monkey Links:
Art Education Resources - TpT

Art Lessons - Website

Drawing Resources - TpT

Drawing Resources - Website

Be Social! 

https://www.thefancydeal.com
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Kimberly-Geswein-Fonts
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Brittney-Murphy-Fonts-And-Design
http://www.expressivemonkey.com
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Expressive-Monkey
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Expressive-Monkey-the-Art-Teachers-Little-Helper/Category/-Art-Education-95600
http://expressivemonkey.com/collections/art-lessons
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Expressive-Monkey-the-Art-Teachers-Little-Helper/Category/Drawing-37290
http://expressivemonkey.com/collections/drawing-pages
http://www.expressivemonkey.com
http://expressivemonkey.blogspot.com
https://www.facebook.com/ExpressiveMonkey
https://www.pinterest.com/expressivmonkey/
http://www.expressivemonkey.com
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Expressive-Monkey
https://twitter.com/drawing_monkey
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCzsu050O2gzRKvWHdDD_HyA
mailto:greeneyedp8r@gmail.com
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