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Rooted in God as our vine; we bear fruits.

Our Vision:

A vision rooted in John 15:1-17 Jesus as the Vine.
Core Christian Values: 

Compassion, Friendship, Perseverance, Forgiveness, Openness, Trust.



The Governors of Bapchild & Tonge C E (Aided) Primary School recognise their corporate responsibility in having an agreed policy so that every child is given the opportunity to learn and achieve a high standard in English.

They will take all reasonably practicable steps within their power to fulfil this responsibility.

It is the intention of the governors to regularly review this policy in the light of any changes made to the National Curriculum, and in any subsequent changes in educational legislation made by relevant parties.

The Headteacher is required to ensure that all members of the teaching staff, supply teachers, and any other interested persons, receive a copy of this document and any subsequent amendments. 








Signed:








Chair of SAC Committee

Introductory Statement

As a Christian foundation, this school understands that all people are a gift from God to be valued and nurtured as individuals made in their Creator’s image and called by God to grow and flourish like the fruitful branches of the True Vine (John 15.5). Because of this principle, relationships within the school should be conducted in the light of our School Christian Values of Compassion, Friendship, Perseverance, Forgiveness, Trust and Openness in addition to The Golden Rule, ‘Always treat others as you would like them to treat you’ (Matthew 7:12 REB)

This policy sets out the school’s aims for English. 
It is linked to the School Development Plan and forms the basis for teaching and learning in English.

The purpose of this policy is to enable existing and new members of staff to understand and agree a common approach to all aspects of the English curriculum based on the long and medium term plans for each year group. This refers not only to English as a subject in its own right, but also to the ways in which it forms an integral part of all other areas of the curriculum.

Vision

Curriculum intent 

Pupils at Bapchild and Tonge CE (Aided) Primary School and Nursery will become passionate readers, writers, speakers and performers. Literacy is fundamental, not only to our pupils personal and social development, but also to their ability to understand, evaluate, dissect and disseminate knowledge and, consequently, it is fundamental to their ability to grow and bear fruits in society. Therefore, at Bapchild and Tonge, we believe our children should show openness to every opportunity given in order to develop their reading, writing and speaking and listening skills that they may cultivate the tools necessary for a happy and successful life. They will be fluent in transcription and creative in composition, demonstrating a love of English which is built on a foundation of good quality texts ranging from the diversity of modern texts to great historic literature. As with all curriculum subjects the relationship of trust between staff and pupils is at the forefront of teaching, progression and pupil attainment.
The Curriculum

Curriculum planning takes place in three phases (long-term, medium term and short term). Our long term plan sets out the core texts for each term where units are then planned around the key texts. Units will have context and purpose and ensure a range of writing, reading, speaking and listening outcomes are achieved. Our medium-term plans are developed from the long term plan and give details of the main teaching objectives for each unit linked back to the National Curriculum. These medium term plans also include key vocabulary that comes from the core text using the ‘Word Aware’ method. These plans define what we teach and ensure an appropriate balance and distribution of work across each unit. The English Leader is responsible for monitoring the delivery of English throughout the school. 
Class teachers complete a weekly (short-term) plan for the teaching of English which details the objectives, success criteria and the activities, including support and scaffolding, where appropriate. This is followed through with teacher assessment against the learning outcomes. English planning also includes a daily spelling or phonics activities using the Floppy’s Phonics and/or No Nonsense Spellings Scheme along with Phonics International which is currently being used as an intervention. Planning is uploaded to the school shared drive.
We promote that English is used in all subjects and not just confined to English lessons. Staff plan for extend writing, reading, speaking and listening opportunities across the curriculum ensuring that the teaching and learning of English is contextual and purposeful. 

Handwriting

All teachers have high expectations in the presentation of work in all curriculum areas. Handwriting plays an important part and is taught throughout EYFS and KS1. When children reach year 3 they all receive a pen and go on to perfect their speed and fluency. Handwriting, like all other curriculum areas are taught through a progressive approach using Debbie Hepplewhite’s Handwriting approach. There are two key elements to this -diagonal strokes and washing line strokes. This is to ensure it is in line with the Fully Synthetic Phonic programme. Handwriting will start being taught once a child is secure in print and this happens around the age of 6. Before this point children are taught to write in print which is in line with our phonics programme Floppy’s Phonics. 
For further details on teaching the programme see the Debbie Hepplewhite Handwriting Handbook. 
Speaking and Listening
This starts as communication and language within our EYFS and builds to ensure all learners are confident speakers. We model and provide the children with a broad range of vocabulary through high quality interactions and development of speech through sustained shared thinking. 

The National Curriculum states that pupils should be ‘taught to speak clearly and convey ideas confidently in Standard English’. They should:

· justify ideas with reasons;
· ask questions to check understanding;
· develop vocabulary and build knowledge;
· negotiate;
· compassionately evaluate and build on the ideas of others;
· select the appropriate register for effective communication;
· give well-structured descriptions and explanations;
· speculate, hypothesise and explore ideas;
· organise their ideas prior to writing.
Our curriculum vision and school aims to achieve this by:

· enabling pupils to speak clearly and audibly in ways which take account of their listeners;
· encouraging pupils to listen with concentration in order to be able to identify the main points of what they have heard;
· enabling pupils to adapt their speech to a wide range of circumstances and demands;
· developing pupils’ abilities to reflect on their own and others’ contributions and the language used;
· creating a broad range of speaking and listening opportunities within the class, across the school and as part of extra-curricular experiences;
· continuing to develop an environment of compassion, trust and friendship, in which pupils feel they have a safe space in which to learn; 
· developing pupils command of vocabulary through implementation of word aware from EYFS through KS1 and 2. 
Reading
In the EYFS framework this is broken up into comprehension and word reading. Our Bapchild and Tonge EYFS curriculum allows children from the age of two to explore stories and developing an ability to identify and discriminate between sounds. Following on from level 1, they being to learn their letters and sounds through Floppy’s Phonics from Year R onwards. 
The National Curriculum divides reading skills into two dimensions:

· Word reading/ decoding

· Comprehension

We recognise that both of these elements are essential to success and we support the acquisition of both sets of skills through various methods.

Our school aims to achieve this by:

· engaging pupils through a broad and rich range of literature; 
· developing confident, independent readers through an appropriate focus on word, sentence and text-level knowledge;
· developing enthusiastic and reflective readers, through contact with challenging and substantial texts which are embedded into a broad and rich curriculum;
· empowering pupils to have a strong command of the English language in both reading and writing;
· continuing to develop an environment of compassion, trust and friendship, in which pupils feel they have a safe space in which to learn; 
· Whole class comprehension sessions as part of high quality text based English lessons. 

· 1:1 reading allows for high quality coaching and individually tailored comprehension; 

· develop independent and resilient readers through the use of accelerated reader; ensuring that challenge is always provided through book choices and quizzes; 
· matching readers with texts that match their phonetic knowledge through Floppy’s Phonics, PM Bench Marking and Accelerated Reader (AR). 
Writing

In the EYFS framework this comes under writing but also fine motor, physical development. Children are provided with a broad range of mark making opportunities; process art, workshop, digging and playing in the mud. Moving onto more formal writing types where children begin to use the sounds they know in their writing. 

The National Curriculum states that pupils should:

· develop the stamina and skills to write at length;
· use accurate spelling and punctuation;
· be grammatically correct;
· write in a range of ways and purposes including narratives, explanations, descriptions, comparisons, summaries and evaluations;
· write to support their understanding and consolidation of what they have heard or read.
Our school aims to achieve this by:
· engaging pupils through a broad and rich range of literature; 
· providing pupils with a deep understanding of spelling and punctuation; 
· empowering pupils, through building a broad and rich vocabulary, this results in a strong command of the English language in both reading and writing;
· fostering the enjoyment of writing, and recognition of its value;
· encouraging accurate and meaningful writing, be it narrative or non-fiction;
· increasing the pupils’ ability to use planning, drafting and editing to improve their work;
· application of new vocabulary learnt through Word Aware in their own writing;

· providing all pupils with equity through; all pupils using a pen from year 3, using communicate in print, using Clicker, having scribes where needed. 

· developing independence in writing through pupils taking ownership of the non-negotiables. 
Phonics

In the EYFS framework this falls under Literacy, word reading. 

The National Curriculum states:
· skilled word reading involves both the speedy working out of the pronunciation of
           unfamiliar printed words (decoding) and the speedy recognition of familiar printed             

words;
· phonics should be emphasised in the early teaching of reading to beginners (i.e. unskilled readers) when they start school;
· reading and writing of phonics will be taught through a rigorous and systematic phonics programme (Floppy’s Phonics).
Our school aims to achieve this by:

· delivering high quality synthetic phonics through the Floppy’s Phonics programme; 
· ensuring pupils have access to texts that match their phonetic knowledge; 
· ensuring our children are heard read and are read to daily;
· ensuring an embedded use of phonics throughout the curriculum; 
· using letter names when talking about a grapheme not the individual sounds; 
· ensuring fidelity to the programme through teachers modelling and counting sounds on their fingers when they are in phonics lessons but also throughout the curriculum to model the transferable skill; 

· lessons follow the teach session and the apply session – in the apply session they complete the activity sheet, the dictation and building words with grapheme cards;

· ensuring phonics formative assessments will be carried out daily and intervention put in place for those children who need support and phonics assessments are carried out in line with the scheme;
· run interventions using the Phonics International programme to support the lowest 20% of children in KS2. 
· delivering daily phonics (or spelling) sessions.
Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar (SPaG)
The National Curriculum indicates teaching should:
· ensure all pupils have a mastery of the English language accurately whilst drawing on knowledge of phonics and spelling patterns;
· ensure that all pupils are able to react to punctuation when reading, be aware of all parts of punctuation that is appropriate to their age and phase;
· ensure that all pupils are aware of correct English grammar in all areas work;
· develop accurate oracy for all pupils in the form of being effective and confident public speakers and story tellers who practise precise grammar and diction.
Our school aims to achieve this by:

· providing pupils with a deep understanding of spelling and punctuation;
· delivering daily spelling (or phonics) sessions;  
· ensuring all teaching of spelling is following the progression document, using the No Nonsense Spellings scheme; 
· regular teacher assessment of spelling progression;
· providing a wide range of learning opportunities across a broad and rich curriculum with purposeful discreet sessions of SPaG being taught through a text rich curriculum. 

In all aspects of English and Literacy across the curriculum we endeavour to achieve these aims by:

· encouraging pupils to show our value of friendship by being mutually supportive when engaging in tasks related to the English curriculum;

· providing pupils with quality first teaching, where lessons are engaging and purposeful;
· providing purposeful and targeted interventions and pupil conferencing; 
· helping children to make informed judgements about their writing through the use of Snap Shots;
· celebrating success.
Classroom Environment
To support the teaching and learning of English in every classroom we expect to see:
· an English working wall – with specific vocabulary to that unit as well as learning related to that specific unit and its learning journey- the working wall is to be photographed at the end of each unit and placed in the English book as a point of reference for the children; 
· age appropriate dictionaries and thesauruses; 
· KS1 phoneme frames and sound mats on every table and in KS2 where appropriate; 
· every class will have a vocabulary book/journal for spellings;
· every class (year 2-6) to have an accelerated reader display to promote reading;
· every class to have their specific non-negotiables;
· an exciting book space/reading corner that develops based on the class topic;
· (Yr1-6) blue English book and all comprehension, SPaG and writing tasks to be completed in the book, working wall photos to be placed in the book;

· red phonics book for R-1 where phonics activities are completed;
· Word Aware box/bag for revisiting vocabulary. 
The Early Years Foundation Stage
We teach English in the Foundation Stage as an integral part of the school’s work. We relate the English aspects of the children’s work to the objectives set out in the Bapchild and Tonge EYFS curriculum. Pupils move through the progressive curriculum in order to achieve their Early Learning Goals at the end of EYFS. The prime and specific areas that are focused on as part of our robust English curriculum are; communication and language, physical development (fine motor), literacy (comprehension, word reading, word writing). This is achieved through the characteristics of effective learning. 
Please see EYFS policy for further information. 

We give all children the opportunities:-
· to talk and communicate through play, ensuring the adult listens and responds tentatively;
· to listen to stories, adult and peers;  
· to be immersed in a vocabulary rich environment in which language is modelled and encouraged;
· to practise and extend their vocabulary and communication skills through play and adult guided activities;
· to explore develop a phonetic awareness through songs, listening games, and discussion before moving onto the fully synthetic phonics programme (Floppy’s Phonics) in reception;
· to develop their mark making and handwriting skills that is given context through play.  

English across the curriculum
The skills that pupils develop in English are linked to and applied in every subject of our curriculum. The pupils’ skills in reading, writing, speaking and listening enable them to communicate and express themselves in all areas of their work at school. There will be opportunities for writing across the curriculum, providing pupils with context and purpose to their writing. Word Aware is planned for across the curriculum including opportunities for extended writing. 
Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development

Our Christian Values are at the heart of all teaching and learning within our school. The teaching of English develops skills through which our pupils can give critical responses to the moral questions they meet in their work. Their understanding and appreciation of a range of texts brings them into contact with their own literary heritage and texts from other cultures. This supports the development of wisdom. The organisation of lessons allows pupils to work together and gives them the chance to discuss their ideas and results. This fellowship of learning supports development of Compassion, Friendship, Perseverance, Forgiveness, Openness and Trust for others.
Equal Opportunities
All pupils have equal access and inclusive rights to the curriculum regardless of their age, gender, race, religion, belief, disability or ability. We plan work that is differentiated for the performance of all groups and individuals. Bapchild & Tonge CE Primary School and Nursery is committed to creating a positive climate that will enable everyone to work free from racial intimidation and harassment and to achieve their full potential. Policies are available on each of these that expand on this further.
Tools you might see that we use to provide equity in our English curriculum; 

· clicker

· widget

· task management boards

· vocab banks

· scribe (amanuensis)
· adult support

English and Inclusion
At our school we teach English to all pupils, whatever their ability. It is part of the School Curriculum Policy to provide a broad and balanced education to all pupils. English forms part of the School Curriculum Policy; to provide learning opportunities that are matched to the needs of pupils with learning difficulties and those learning English as an additional language, as well as providing appropriate, challenging planned work for those pupils who are more able. Work in English takes into account the targets set for pupils. 
In addition, any pupil seeming to need extra support receives interventions, pupil conferencing and precision teaching. Pupils’ progress is monitored and reviewed by the class teacher, SENCO and Senior Leadership Team.
For pupils for whom English is an additional language, support is to be given through time to talk as well as valuing their mother tongue. Involve families in sharing key vocabulary that you can use in the classroom alongside the teaching of English. Value must be placed on their initial language whilst supporting the acquisition of English. 

Teachers provide help with communication and English through:

· using differentiated texts that children can read and understand;
· using visual and written materials in different formats;
· using IT, other technological aids and recorded materials;
· using visual prompts to break tasks down.
Assessment, Recording & Reporting
Teachers assess pupils’ work in English in three phases: long, medium and short term. 

The short-term assessments that teachers make as part of every lesson help teachers to adjust their daily plans. Teachers match these short-term assessments closely to the teaching objectives and will often be made from day to day observation. Verbal feedback will make up short term assessment 
Teachers use end of unit assessments (Snap Shots) and these are in pupils speak to allow pupils to self-assess once a term and teachers also assess once a term. Targets are highlighted in pink and statements achieved are highlighted in green. Snapshots make up children’s targets throughout the year.
SPAG and reading is assessed through Rising Stars assessments termly. These assessments are then analysed and teachers use gap analysis to inform planning. Reading is assessed through Accelerated reader termly, against targets set by class teachers. Pupils are also assessed in reading through Rising Stars. End of level phonics assessments are carried out to identify gaps and inform planning. Reading assessments are also carried out through PM bench Marking. 
Teachers make long-term assessments three times a year for parent reports and these feed into parent meetings. Long term assessments also take the form of target setting during transition meetings at the end of the year with other teaching staff. As part of this SLT use other forms of information such as FFT. Pupils undertake the national tests at the end of Year 2 and Year 6. In the reception class the results of Baseline assessment are used to inform future planning and to ensure that tasks are matched to ability. Pupils in year 1 &2 undertake the phonics screening check. 
Role and Responsibilities
Head Teacher and Governing Body:
· support the use of appropriate teaching strategies by allocating resources effectively;
· ensure that the school buildings and premises are best used to support successful teaching and learning;
· monitor teaching strategies in the light of health and safety regulations;
· monitor how effective teaching and learning strategies are in terms of raising pupil attainment; 
· ensure that staff development and performance management policies promote good quality teaching.
English Leader:
· to take the lead in policy development and the production of schemes of work designed to ensure progression and continuity in English throughout the school;
· to support colleagues in their development of detailed work plans and implementation of the scheme of work;
· to monitor the implementation of the English curriculum and advise the Headteacher on action needed to maintain and improve standards;
· to take responsibility for the purchase and organisation of  resources for English; 
· to keep up-to-date with developments in the English curriculum and disseminate information to colleagues as appropriate.
· monitoring of the standards of pupils’ work, planning and of the quality of teaching in English is the responsibility of the English leader and the SLT. The standards and curriculum committee meet termly in order to review progress.
It is the responsibility of the class teacher to fulfil the requirements of this policy with their own class.

The Role of Parents
We believe that parents have a fundamental role to play in helping their children to learn. We inform parents about what and how their children are learning by:
· holding parents’ evenings to discuss pupils’ progress;
· sending an annual report and termly progress grids to parents in which we explain the progress made by each pupil and indicate how pupils can develop their learning;
· holding parent sessions to explain to parents how to support their children at home with homework and spelling.
We believe that parents have the responsibility to support their children and the school in implementing school policies. We would like parents to:
· do their best to keep their child healthy and fit to attend school and ensure that their child has the best attendance record possible; 
· ensure that their child is equipped for school; for taking part in activities;
· inform us if there are matters outside school that are likely to affect a child’s performance or behaviour at school;
· promote a positive attitude towards school and learning in general;
· fulfil the requirements set out in the home/school agreement.
Parents are strongly encouraged to take an active interest in all aspects of their child’s education. Support at home with regular reading is encouraged.

A home / school contact book for reading is used in the Early Years, Key Stage One and Key Stage Two, helping to establish and maintain an on-going dialogue between teacher, parent and child.

Monitoring and Review 

This policy is effective from May 2025 and the Governing Body will ensure that the policy is reviewed no later than May 2026. 
At every review the policy will be approved by the Headteacher and ratified by the Full Governing Body.
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