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Rooted in God as our vine; we bear fruits.

Our Vision:

A vision rooted in John 15:1-17 Jesus as the Vine.
Core Christian Values: 

Compassion, Friendship, Perseverance, Forgiveness, Openness, Trust.



Bapchild and Tonge CE (Aided) Primary School and Nursery
Policy for Collective Worship.

INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT
As a Christian foundation, this school understands that all people are a gift from God to be valued and nurtured as individuals made in their Creator’s image and called by God to grow and flourish like the fruitful branches of the True Vine (John 15.5). Because of this principle, relationships within the school should be conducted in the light of our School Christian Values of Compassion, Friendship, Perseverance, Forgiveness, Trust and Openness in addition to The Golden Rule, ‘Always treat others as you would like them to treat you’ (Matthew 7:12 REB).

Each class in KS1 and KS2 has stewardship over one of our Christian Values as follows:
Year 6
Dunstan Class

Perseverance
Year 5 
Fisher Class

Compassion

Year 4
Becket Class

Forgiveness

Year 3
Augustine Class
Trust

Year 2
Cranmer Class
Friendship

Year 1
Temple Class

Openness
EYFS
Ramsey Class

Introduction to our Christian Values

This act of stewardship ensures that our pupils take ownership of a specific value to promote, whilst actively learning about and living out our Christian Values.
COLLECTIVE WORSHIP

The daily Act of Collective Worship at Bapchild and Tonge Church of England Primary School and Nursery plays a central role in our life and work. It provides us with valuable opportunities to reaffirm our Christian Values and ethos. It offers important opportunities to strengthen our sense of community, belonging and inclusiveness and to reinforce the respect and care we have for each other. Through Collective Worship, we make a significant contribution to the religious, spiritual, moral and cultural development of those present. We want all our pupils to ‘enjoy and achieve’ and Collective Worship provides a valuable vehicle to do this.

All teaching staff and pupils are expected to attend worship.
Aims
· To worship God.
· To foster a sense of fellowship by bringing pupils together to celebrate the shared Christian Values of the school and community.
· To develop an understanding of liturgy and scripture.
· To foster a sense of wonder and awe at the beauty, mystery and power of the world.
· To allow reflection on the fundamental questions of life and focus attention away from concerns of the moment to those things which are of eternal concern to human beings.
· To foster new insights about life and foster empathy for others.
Statutory Requirements
· There must be a daily act of Collective Worship for all pupils.
· The act of Collective Worship must be of Christian character, reflecting the traditions of Christian belief.
· The daily act of Collective Worship should take place on school premises, but there is the discretion to hold and organize the act of Collective Worship elsewhere.
· The act of Collective Worship may be organized for separate groups of pupils at any time during the school day – these groups may be any group in which children are taught, but not ‘religious’ groups
· Parents retain the right to withdraw their children from the act of Collective Worship.
Organisation of Collective worship
Each of our terms has a specific Christian Value focus. Within each term the Christian Value is developed through Bible Stories and Readings, as well as stories, poetry, drama and reflection of our own experiences. Each class leads a specific worship during the term linked to their class Christian Value; planned and delivered by our pupils. A number of celebration Worships are held during each term including; Christian Values Worship, celebrating pupils who have shown and upheld our values; Good Work Worship, celebrating learning and effort; and Jackson Award Worship, focusing on positive citizenship. Parents and Carers are invited in termly for a Class Led Worship and for Family Worships. Whole School Worship takes place at least once a term in our parish Church; St Laurence.
The Daily Pattern
Music, linked to the term’s Christian Value is played daily as staff and pupils enter the worship hall. This is used to encourage children to settle in the hall quietly, thereby setting a reflective mood focusing on the term’s Christian Value.
Displayed on the screen in the worship hall is the termly and weekly theme with a picture and Bible Reading that links to this. This display and information is also available on the school website Collective Worship page and across the school.
Monday and Friday
9:05– 9:30 Whole School Worship takes place in the worship hall led by Head Teacher, Deputy Headteacher, Senior Leaders, Parish Priests or a visiting preacher*. This follows a Christian Service pattern. Worship is opened by the pupils through the lighting of a candle. Worship includes music linked to our values, a story, prayer / reflection time, reference to a Bible reading, call and response, the Grace to develop understanding of the Trinity, hymns from Out of the Ark or Come and Praise and a dismissal. 

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday  
Key Stage One: 9.05 – 9.25 Worship takes place in the Worship Hall. Foundation Stage and Key Stage One teachers lead Worship. This follows the pattern of whole school worship, but takes place in a more intimate setting. Choral worship takes place on a Wednesday. 

Key Stage Two: 10.25 – 10.45 This is held in the Worship Hall and conducted by KS2 teachers. As with Key Stage One Worship this is an opportunity for pupils and staff to share in the fellowship of worship in a more intimate grouping.  The pattern of Worship follows that of Whole School Worship. Choral worship is on a Wednesday. 
Lectio Divina is held on Tuesday in class where the pupils listen to a passage from the bible and look at an image. Children then can offer a word or phrase that has spoken to them that might have evoked a thought, picture, feeling or question. 

CHILD LED WORSHIP
Child-centric worship is at the heart of our school worship. Children plan and lead worship as whole classes, smaller groups and individuals. Whole School Child Led Worship is delivered a minimum of once per term. Pupils lead the Grace and prayer daily.
*We have regular worship led by Rev. S Young our Chaplain in Mission, Jo Apps (ALM) from the Parish. We have termly worship led by The Family Trust.

FELLOWSHIP OF FRIENDS

Our Fellowship of Friends is an elected group of pupils from each class that meet and lead a variety of activities and events. They offer their views and those of their peers about worship so that they are heard and acted upon.

MONITORING AND REVIEW 
The Collective Worship Leader provides support to staff and pupils in planning and delivering acts of Collective Worship. Although the sole responsibility for collective worship lies with the Headteacher, the Leader will ensure this policy is implemented and new ideas, guidance and legal requirements are cascaded to the staff. 
The Headteacher, Collective Worship Leader, Clergy and Governors meet regularly to evaluate and monitor the policy and practice of Collective Worship and Religious Education as a Pastoral Committee. 
EXTENDED PROVISION
This involves activities to support development of pupils’ Christian faith. 

Rev. S Young and Jo Apps run Messy Church once a month for children and their parents. This is missionary work supported by the school, encouraging whole family involvement in the Christian faith.

On a weekly basis staff are invited to ‘Pray and Pause’ before school with a Parish Priest. This is a time for prayer and reflection, supporting staff spiritual needs.
The school has been developing the practice of Godly Play with Rev. S Young and Jo Apps, supporting the spiritual development of our pupils. Kings Squad is an afterschool club offered by Rev. S Young. 
Parents right to withdraw pupils from Collective Worship
The absence of a pupil from school on any day exclusively set apart for religious observance by the religious body to which his parent belongs does not infringe the school attendance provisions of the Education Act 1988. A pupil may be withdrawn by his/her parent, after a request in writing, from Worship in any kind of school, in which case the pupil can either remain on the school premises or be sent to school so as to arrive when the act of Worship is over. There are currently no children withdrawn from Collective Worship.
MONITORING ARRANGEMENTS
This policy is effective from October 2025 and the Governing Body will ensure the policy is reviewed no later than October 2026. 

At every review, the policy will be approved by the Headteacher and Pastoral committee and ratified by the Full Governing Body.
Appendix 1

Organisation of Collective Worship

	
	Mon
	Tues
	Wed
	Thurs
	Fri

	Head Teacher, Deputy Head, Parish Priests or a visiting preacher.

	School

9.05 – 9.30 (Celebration/ Visitor/ CLW)
	
	
	
	

	EYFS/KS1 Staff
	
	Lection Divina
Infant

9.05 – 9.25
	
	
	

	KS2 Staff
	
	Lection Divina
Junior

10.25 – 10.45
	
	
	

	EYFS/KS1 Staff
	
	
	Infant

9.05 – 9.25
	
	

	KS2 Staff
	
	
	Junior

10.25 – 10.45
	
	

	EYFS/KS1 Staff
	
	
	
	Infant

9.05 – 9.25
	

	KS2 Staff
	
	
	
	Junior

10.25 – 10.45

	

	Head Teacher, Deputy Head, Parish Priests or a visiting preacher.

	
	
	
	
	School

9.05 – 9.30 (Celebration/ Visitor/ Class Worship)


Appendix 2
Collective Worship Weekly Planning Grid

	Term  _Week__
	Theme for Term:
	Theme for Week:

	Day:
	Daily Theme or Focus
	Content:

	Monday 

Whole School Assembly
	
	Aim:

Approach:

Resources:

	Tuesday 

KS1/EYFS Assembly
	
	Aim:

Approach:

Resources:

	Tuesday 

KS2 Assembly
	
	Aim:

Approach:

Resources:

	Wednesday 

KS1/EYFS Assembly
	
	Aim:

Approach:

Resources:

	Wednesday 

KS2 Assembly
	
	Aim:

Approach:

Resources:

	Thursday 

KS1/EYFS Assembly
	
	Aim:

Approach:

Resources:

	Thursday 

KS2 Assembly
	
	Aim:

Approach:

Resources:

	Friday

Whole School Assembly
	
	Aim:

Approach:

Resources:
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