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Nursery Admissions Criteria 


	    2025 - 2026

Rooted in God as our vine; we bear fruits.

Our Vision:

A vision rooted in John 15:1-17 Jesus as the Vine.

Core Christian Values: 

Compassion, Friendship, Perseverance, Forgiveness, Openness, Trust





INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT
As a Christian foundation, this school understands that all people are a gift from God to be valued and nurtured as individuals made in their Creator’s image and called by God to grow and flourish like the fruitful branches of the True Vine (John 15.5). Because of this principle, relationships within the school should be conducted in the light of our School Christian Values of Compassion, Friendship, Perseverance, Forgiveness, Trust and Openness in addition to The Golden Rule, ‘Always treat others as you would like them to treat you’ (Matthew 7:12 REB).
Introduction and Purpose
Bapchild and Tonge CE (Aided) Primary School and Nursery serves the areas of Bapchild and Tonge and surrounding areas. Those parents wishing to apply for a place at our Nursery must complete an application form and submit it directly to the Nursery office along with a copy of their child’s birth certificate or passport.

Bapchild Nursery currently offers the following provisions for 38 weeks of the year (term time only):

Children may start at Bapchild Nursery the term after their 2nd birthday. There are funding options set out below however please refer to out ‘Nursery Charging Policy’ if you don’t come under one of the below categories. Non-eligible children (fee paying) still fall under the same admissions criteria as set out below. They may attend any pattern of sessions provided there is availability under the admissions criteria. 

FREE (Universal) Funded places for 3 and 4 year olds. 

All children are entitled to a free Government funded place for 15 hours per week over 38 weeks, from the term after their third birthday. Funded sessions are available from 8.45am until 11.45 or 12.15pm until 3.15pm, Monday to Friday. Parents will not be charged any “top-up” fee to recoup any difference between the amount received from the Local Authority (Government) and the current hourly rate. Parents do not need to apply for funding, the Nursery will do this on their behalf.


	Child born in the period 
	Child becomes eligible for free funding. 

	1st January – 31st March 
	The start of term 5 following their 3rd birthday 

	1st April – 31st August 
	The start of term 1 following their 3rd birthday

	1st September – 31st December 
	The start of term 3 following their 3rd birthday




Bapchild Nursery offers either 5 morning sessions per week, which run from 8.45am – 11.45am or 5 afternoon sessions per week, which run from 12.15pm to 3.15pm. There are 24 spaces available in each session. For full day sessions the lunch period runs from 11.45-12.15 at a charge of £4.75. Please note, we cannot guarantee you will be offered your preferred session, but will allocate parental preferences where possible.





Extended FREE 30 hour funded places (working parents entitlement.)
Eligible parents are entitled to 30 hours of free childcare per week. To meet the requirements for this funding:
· Both parents must be working (or the sole parent in a lone parent family is working)
· Each parent must earn, on average, a weekly minimum equivalent to 16 hours (National Minimum Wage or National Living Wage) and less than £100k a year.
Parents must apply for this funding via https://gov.uk/check-eligible-free-childcare-if-youre-working
Children will not be able to access the extended 15 hours of childcare on top of the universal 15 hours of Nursery funding, until parents receive an 11 digit code confirming they are entitled to the 30 hour provision.

Bapchild Nursery has a limited number of ’30 hour’ spaces available. They run from 8.45am to 3.15pm and are allocated using the Nursery’s admissions criteria. 

Admissions Criteria for 3 and 4 Year Olds
Bapchild Nursery offers children either 5 morning or 5 afternoon sessions per week (15 hours) or full-time (30 hours). All children will be eligible for admission to the Nursery the term after their third birthday. Admission to the Nursery will be subject to an application being made and places being available.

If Bapchild and Tonge CE (Aided) Primary School and Nursery is over-subscribed, applications for entry will be ranked according to the following criteria:

1.	Looked after children  
2.	Children from families who are practising members of the Church of England, attending the Parish Churches of St Laurence In Bapchild or St Giles in Tonge, on a regular basis  
3.	Children who have a brother or sister attending the Nursery or school when the child starts 
4.	Children who are resident in the former ecclesiastical parishes of Bapchild and Tonge.
5.	Children who are from families who regularly worship at another church in Sittingbourne whose baptism is recognised by the Church of England. (The priest or minister will be contacted)
6.	Whether the applicant has any medical needs 
7.	Children of staff who have, (i) been employed at Bapchild and Tonge CE (Aided) Primary School or Nursery for two or more years at the time at which the application for admission to the school is made, or (ii) have been recruited to fill a vacant post for which there is a demonstrable skill shortage.
8.	Any other children where the nearness of child’s home from the school is measured in a straight line using the National Land Property Gazetteer (NLPG). 



Free funded places for 2 year olds (working parents entitlement.)

From April 2024, eligible working parents of 2-year-olds will be able to access 15 hours free funded child care places. Children are entitled to a free Government funded place for 15 hours per week over 38 weeks, from the term after their second birthday. Funded sessions are available from 8.45am until 11.45 or 12.15pm until 3.15pm, Monday to Friday. Parents will not be charged any “top-up” fee to recoup any difference between the amount received from the Local Authority (Government) and the current hourly rate. To access this funding you need to apply before the term starts and you need to obtain an 11 digit code from HMRC.

	Child born in the period 
	Child becomes eligible for free funding. 

	1st January – 31st March 
	The start of term 5 following their 2nd birthday 

	1st April – 31st August 
	The start of term 1 following their 2nd birthday

	1st September – 31st December 
	The start of term 3 following their 2nd birthday



Admissions Criteria for Free funded places for 2 year olds) 

Eligible parents are entitled to 15 hours of free childcare per week. To meet the requirements for this funding:
· Both parents must be working (or the sole parent in a lone parent family is working)
· Each parent must earn, on average, a weekly minimum equivalent to 16 hours (National Minimum Wage or National Living Wage) and less than £100k a year.
Parents must apply for this funding via https://gov.uk/check-eligible-free-childcare-if-youre-working
. If your child is eligible for admission to the Nursery they can start the term after their second birthday. Admission to the Nursery will be subject to an application being made and places being available.

Where there are more applications than places available, children who are entitled to Free for Two will be ranked according to the criteria as seen above.


Once a 2 year old is placed on roll in the Nursery, they will be automatically entitled to take up a three year old place, which begins the term after their third birthday.

Admissions Criteria for ‘FF2’ Children

Some 2 year olds can get up to 15 hours of free childcare per week for 38 weeks of the year. This is a national childcare scheme known in Kent as 'Free for 2' and is available to 2 year olds who meet the Government's eligibility criteria.
Once you have been confirmed eligible for a free 2 year old place, the funding will remain with your child until they take up their free 3 year old place – even if your circumstances change.

Where there are more applications than places available, children who are entitled to Free for Two will be ranked according to the criteria above.
Once FF2 children are placed on roll in the Nursery, they will be automatically entitled to take up a three year old place, which begins the term after their third birthday.



Procedure for Admission

New applicants are requested to confirm session at point of application. Bapchild Nursery will endeavour to inform applicants of the outcome of their application by letter, at least two terms before admission. We will only allocate Nursery sessions once it has been determined that a place can be offered in accordance with the admission criteria. If an applicant is offered a place they must confirm acceptance directly with the school by the date stipulated in their offer letter. Any changes following this will be subject the spaces being available and admissions criteria being applied to the waiting list. For September admissions, allocations will take place in Term 4 (April) of the prior academic year. For January admissions, allocations will take place in Term 5 (May) of the prior academic year. Any subsequent applications from allocations will be on a first come first serve basis.

The final decision with regard to admission and the allocation of sessions rests with the Governing Body of Bapchild and Tonge CE (Aided) Primary School and Nursery.

Entitlement to a Free Early Education place does not offer a guarantee of a place at any one provider or a particular pattern of delivery. 

If the Nursery is oversubscribed, a waiting list will be maintained in criteria order and places offered, when a space becomes available.

Please note, admission to Bapchild Nursery does not guarantee admission to the Reception class. Applications for Reception must be made on a separate application and submitted to Kent County Council by the statutory deadline in order to be considered.

Procedure for increase/change of hours for existing pupils

Current parents can increase or amend hours for the following academic year. This offer will be made in Term 3 (January). Please specify a first and second preference for hours requested. While we endeavour to meet your needs, if a session becomes full, we will apply the over subscription criteria. Current hours are guaranteed for subsequent years, it is only changes or amendments where the over subscription criteria applies. If a preferred session is full, your child can be added to the sessions waiting list.
If you are due to receive funding in year e.g. January or April then please specify this when requested in Term 4.


Right to Withdraw a Place

After a place has been offered the Nursery reserves the right to withdraw the place in the following circumstances:

· When a parent has failed to respond to an offer within a reasonable time
· When a parent has failed to notify the school of important changes to the application information
· The admission authority offered the place on the basis of a fraudulent or intentionally misleading application from a parent
· When a parent fails to provide a copy of their child’s birth certificate/passport
· If a child does not attend their allocated Nursery session for 2 consecutive weeks (10 school days), unless previously agreed with the Nursery.

Waiting Lists

Parents of children who have not been offered a place at the Nursery may ask for their child’s name to be placed on a waiting list. The waiting list will be operated using the same admissions criteria listed above. Placing a child’s name on the waiting list does not guarantee that a place will become available. The list will be ranked in line with the published oversubscription criteria each time a child is added. 

Monitoring arrangements

This policy is effective from October 2024 and the Governing Body will ensure the policy is reviewed no later than October 2025. 

At every review, the policy will be approved by the Headteacher and ratified by the Full Governing Body

image1.png




