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 Key Question: Can crackers, carols and Christingles bring Christmas cheer to our Community? Part 1Knowledge and Skills:
Playing
· Keep a steady beat on an instrument in a group or individually
· Use tuned and untuned percussion with increasing confidence, control and accuracy.
· Play using symbols including graphic and / or simple traditional notation
· Follow simple hand directions from a leader
· To practise, rehearse and present performances with an awareness of the audience
Listening
· Comment on the effectiveness of own work and others work in relation to its intended effect, identifying and making improvements 
Singing
· Sing in tune. To sing in unison, becoming aware of pitch. 
· Start to show control in voice. 
· Beginning to understand the importance of pronouncing the words in a song well. 
· Perform simple melodic and rhythmic parts beginning to vary the pitch with a small range of notes.
· Improvise repeated patterns.  
 
 

 



(Performance unit including Christingle Service and Bapchild Sing-a-long.)
	
	Objectives, Activities and Questioning

	Lesson 1
	Objectives:  to learn how to choose a repertoire that will appeal to a wide audience and be suited to the occasion.
Activities: Discuss which Christmas songs would appeal to both themselves and their audience. Should it be choral? Instrumental? Both?  Listen to possible repertoire. Share ideas. Show the boomwhackers and hand bells. 
Questioning: What music should we choose? How complex should it be? How long have we got to rehearse? When should we practice? How could be do extra practice? Which instruments could we include? Who should play them? Where shall we perform? Who to? Would we need to advertise? What would the audience need to know in advance? How could we dress ourselves to create a festive atmosphere?


	Lesson 2
	Objectives: to understand the performance skills which are needed for a successful performance.  To sing in tune with a sense of melodic direction; to listen to others and show respect and patience when others are rehearsing.  
Activities: Children suggest skills needed for performance (singing techniques, eye contact, posture, breathing control.) Commence repertoire rehearsals. End session with recap over what we have covered and what needs to rehearsed by individuals between now and next session.  
Questioning: How do we perform? Standing? Sitting? What do we do before we start? What do we do when we stop? Who should be look at? How can we improve the way we sing? What are the benefits/disadvantages of song sheets? What should we do when one group needs to rehearse and we don’t?

	Lesson 3
	Objectives: to play tuned and untuned percussion with increasing confidence, control and accuracy.
Activities: Choose a Christmas song to play on hand bells. Try out 3 different ones and choose one to focus on during rehearsals. Children to read the notation and follow simple hand directions from a leader. 
Questioning: What is happening to the pitch when we move from longer to shorter boomwhackers? Where do we need to look when performing? Who can identify the phrases that need practising? Key Vocabulary:
Anchor: steady beat, rhythm, tempo, pitch, repetition, melody
Goldilocks: ostinato, phrase, dynamics, repertoire, 
Next Steps: structure, timbre, duration, posture, 



	Lesson 4
	Objectives: to comment on the success of our performance and suggest improvements based on the intended outcome; to rehearse and refine.
Activities: As per lesson 3
Questioning: As per lessons 1 and 2

	Lesson 5
	Objectives: to breathe well and pronounce words, change pitch and show control and a sense of phrasing in singing and play an accompaniment on an instrument; 
Activities: Continue rehearsing repertoire. 
Questioning: As per lessons 1 and 2
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	Lesson 6
	Objectives:  to perform songs with an awareness of the meaning of the words in front of an audience. 
Activities:  Participate in the collaborative Christmas event. 
Questioning:  How do we think the performance went? How did the audience respond? What would you do differently?



Opportunities for extended learning:
· Participate in the Bapchild Christmas Sing-A-Long and invite local residents and parish members. 
· Record songs to video to share to the wider community (a local residential home.)
· Go and perform at a Residential  Home if residents are unable to travel to Bapchild. 






	Steady beat, Rhythm, Ostinato, Phrase, Repetition, Musical symbols, Duration (Beat, pulse, longer, shorter, sustained), Texture (layering of sounds), Tempo (steady, faster, slower), Dynamics (louder, quieter), Structure (beginning, middle, end, repetition), Pitch (notes moving by step/leap), Timbre (sound quality of individual instruments) Pitch – pentatonic; Tuned and untuned percussion.
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