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 Key Question: How do I create a Christmas hit that is as successful as Slade? Knowledge and Skills:
Singing   
· To sing in solo, unison and in parts with clear diction, controlled pitch and with sense of phrase
· Sing a harmony part confidently and accurately.
· Refine and improve my own work
· Sing or play from memory with confidence, control and with expression. and in tune.
Playing and Performing
· Perform alone and in a group, displaying a variety of techniques. Take turns to lead a group. 
· To think about the audience when performing and how to create a specific effect.
· Play with confidence, control and expression.

Improvising and Composing 

· Improvise melodic and rhythmic material within given structures.  
· Show thoughtfulness in selecting sounds and structures to convey an idea. 
· Create my own musical patterns. 
· Compose using a variety of different musical devices including melody, rhythms, and chords. 
· Explore, choose, combine and organise musical ideas with musical structures
 
 



	
	Objectives, Activities and Questioning

	Lesson 1
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Objectives: to identify the features of a hit Christmas song. 
Activities: Watch some classic examples of hit Christmas songs. List the main common features. Talk about the structure of the song. Children to create a vocab list of words to do with Christmas. Look at the lyric generator https://www.song-lyrics-generator.org.uk/create.php?song=25    
Questioning:  What do all of the songs have in common? What are the main components of a success Christmas song? What is the structure of the song? Which instruments should feature? What is special about the lyrical content? 

	Lesson 2
	Objectives: to compose a catchy chorus to a new Christmas song including a simple chord structure, memorable lyrics and a time signature. 
Activities: As a whole class, decide upon a memorable chord structure for the chorus. Demo different rhythm accompaniment choices and have volunteers add jingle bells to it. Discuss what we mean by time signature and choose either 4/4 or ¾ . In groups of 3 come up with a 16 bar set of lyrics. Give examples. Share ideas to compile a whole class chorus. 
Questioning: What is a chord structure? What is the accompaniment of a song? What do we need to bear in mind when creating the melody to our chorus? What is a time signature? 

	Lesson 3
	Objectives: to compose 6 lyric lines to make up a verse around a given collaborative melody; Improvise melodic and rhythmic material within given structures.
Activities: Recap over the chorus composed last week. Listen to verse of We wish it could be Christmas and count its bar duration. (16 bars) Children listen and answer the questions below. In groups, create a set of 6 lyrical lines for a verse to the song. Explain that lines 1 and 4 and lines 2 and 5 are to have the same melody line but can have different words. Demo on whiteboard and refer back to the Christmas vocab list created in lesson 1.  Children share ideas. 
Questioning: What is our time signature and how do we have to count? How many times do we count up to 4 in the verse?  How many different phrases/ lines are there? (6) What do you notice about the melodic phrase of line 1 and 4? Line 2 and 5. 

	Lesson 4
	Objectives: to explore, choose, combine and organise musical ideas with musical structures
Activities: Listen to the verses that children composed last week. Compile different group ideas to create a whole class piece and start to rehearse. Make decisions about who/ how many pupils will perform in the verse, the chorus. Which instruments do we want to add? Do we need any solos? When should we sing in unison?
Questioning: How should we add instrumentation? What is a solo? What does it mean if we sing in unison? 

	 Lesson 5
	Objectives: to refine and improve my own work.
Activities: Rehearse and refine. Do we need to add harmonies? Explain what these are and give a demo. Where would these enhance the performance? 
Questioning: How can we improve our performance? How close should instruments be to the microphone? 

	Lesson 6
	Objectives: •	To think about the audience when performing and how to create a specific effect; to play with confidence, control and expression.
Activities: Record groups using iPads audio recording facility. 

Questioning: If we were to video our performance, how could we enhance it? (facial expressions, dance moves or actions) 



https://www.acm.ac.uk/how-to-write-the-perfect-christmas-song/ Key Vocabulary:
Anchor: chorus, verse, 
Goldilocks: lyrically memorable content, key change, simplicity, repetition, chord structure.
Next Steps: time signature

Listening 
· To evaluate the success of own and others work, suggesting specific improvements based or intended outcomes and comment on how this could be achieved. 
· Analyse and compare musical features choosing appropriate musical vocabulary.  
· Explain and evaluate how musical elements, features and styles can be used together to compose music
· To listen to, internalise and recall sounds and patterns of sounds with accuracy and confidence. 
· To describe, compare and evaluate different types of music using a range of musical vocabulary including the inter-related dimensions of music*
· Compose music for different occasions using appropriate musical devices.
· Use a range of words to help describe music.  (e.g. pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, and silence. 
· Describe music using musical words and use this to identify strengths and weaknesses in music.

  
 

https://www.song-lyrics-generator.org.uk/create.php?song=25   Christmas lyrics generator
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hEc6fzyzLz4  Christmas song in 15 mins
Opportunities for extended learning:
Create harmonies to add to the Christmas song. 
Record the song and have produced into an audio track to post on Soundcloud or the school website. 
Add a Christmas video to the song. 
Hand Bells to play Christmas hymns at the Church Service
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