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 Key Question: Who uses music to celebrate?Knowledge and Skills:
· Understanding the world
· Recognise that people have different beliefs and celebrate special times in different ways. 
· Expressive arts and design
· Listen attentively, move to and talk about music, expressing their feelings and responses.
· Watch and talk about dance and performance art, expressing their feelings and responses.
· Explore and engage in music making and dance, performing solo or in groups.
· Sing in a group or on their own, increasingly matching the pitch and following the melody. 
· Explore and engage in music making and dance, performing solo or in groups.
· ELG: Being imaginative and expressive: Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, and – when appropriate – try to move in time with music. 
· Characteristics of Effective Learning Playing and exploring
· Outcomes taken from Development Matters, 2021. 
ELGs taken from the new statutory framework for the EYFS, 2021.
· 



	
	Objectives, Activities and Questioning

	Lesson 1

Kapow
Reception Celebrations
Resources:
· Sensory scarves/chiffons or strips of fabric (one or two per child)
· Link: 'CBBC- What is Diwali?' on VideoLink
· Link: 'Five days of Diwali by Bollywood Groove' on VideoLink
· Presentation: Beautiful ram bhajan audio (see Activity)

	Objectives: To learn about music from another culture, particularly when related to the festival of Diwali; To respond to music with movement
Activities: The children learn about the Hindu festival of Diwali and its special music and dances. Try if possible, to have use of the hall. 
1. Watch the video: 'CBBC- What is Diwali?' on VideoLink.
2. Ask the children:
· What did they notice in the video?
· What is Diwali the festival of? (Music, dance and lights).
3. Hand out one or two scarves to each child. Play some traditional Diwali music on Presentation: Beautiful ram bhajan audio. Ask the children to dance and move to the music however they want. Dance alongside the children, moving your scarves and body in different ways to encourage them to do the same. 
Encourage the children to think about the tempo of the music and reflect it in their dancing. 
4. Watch the video clip: 'Five days of Diwali by Bollywood Groove' on Videolink from 0:47 and pause after you have been shown the moves for day 1. Explain that the dance represents the five days of Diwali.
Ask the children to stand up and practise the moves together, discussing what the moves represent. 
5. Repeat, pausing the video after each day. Practise the moves together without the video (see Activity: Five days of Diwali dance moves for help)
6. Put the moves together, playing the video from 0:47 again.
Questioning: Ask the children what they have learned about Diwali:
· Did they like the music? 
· Is it different from the music they normally listen to? Why?
· Can you move in time to the music?
· Show me how the music makes you want to move.
· Tell me what you like/dislike about the music? Why? 
Assessment: Can the children:
· Talk about what is celebrated at Diwali (music, dance and light)?
· Move and respond to the music, making up their own movements to express how they feel?
· Move in time to the music?
· Have a go at joining in with the actions to the five days of Diwali song? 
Express what they like or dislike about the Diwali music?



	Lesson 2
	Objectives: To sing Diwali songs and  To respond to music with movement
Activities: Warm Up https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l53N612meiY or https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eOudPTDMTLQ
Watch  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rH8xIXh6wHM to see a summary of main facts about Diwali. Watch and keep the pulse to the song about Diwali which will remind the children about the main facts about Diwali.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p06nfw8r 
https://cherthemusic.org/2021/10/21/diwali-music-lesson-ideas/ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mrJfWNnNeW0&t=494s Dance Plan
Getting ready for Diwali This unit is based on the celebrations of the Hindu festival, Diwali. In this fi rst programme, we focus on the preparations for Diwali – that’s getting the house clean and ready, shopping for sweets and decorations, making rangoli patterns and lighting the Diwali lamps.
Warm up: crouching down small, jumping up high, skipping Getting ready – sweeping: pairs - sweeping in time Getting ready – polishing: pairs - jumping and reaching high and low Getting ready – opening the windows: pairs – skipping, throwing out arms Going to market: pairs - skipping, pointing, then jumping up high Arranging the lamps: stepping gracefully, making a curvy pathway Making a rangoli pattern: groups of four – spinning into contrasting shapes Lighting the lamps: groups of four – rising up slowly as the fl ames Getting ready recap: putting together the sequence Cool down: lie down and wiggle fi ngers and toes Movement focus: Body: curled up small, stretched and upright, arms, legs and feet Action: skipping, jumping, stepping in time, growing, stretching Dynamics: contrasts in speed Space: awareness of different levels, making your own pathway Relationship: unison, working with a partner, working in a group

	Lesson 3
	Objectives: To learn about music from another culture, particularly when related to the festival of Hanukkah;  To learn the names of some traditional Jewish musical instruments;  To play and move to traditional Jewish Hanukkah music. 

Activities: The children will learn about music associated with the Jewish festival of Hanukkah.
1. Introduce the Hanukkah story with this video: 'Homer- The story of Hanukkah' on VideoLink.
2. Briefly recap what Hanukkah is. Tell the children that when Jewish people celebrate Hanukkah, they light candles, eat delicious food and play games. They also love to play and listen to music. 
3. The first part of the lesson, you will introduce the children to images of six traditional Jewish musical instruments and the sounds they make:
· Kinnor – a lyre, similar to a harp.
· Shofar – a horn, traditionally made from a ram’s horn.
· Drum – simple frame drum made of wood with an animal skin stretched over the frame.
· Tambourine – very like modern tambourines.
· Cymbals – very like modern cymbals.
· Flute – wooden, a bit like our modern recorder.
 
4. Display the Presentation: Traditional Jewish musical instruments and spread out the flashcards from the Activity: Traditional Jewish musical instruments flashcards on the floor where the children can see them.
 5. Either show the children each of the six instruments using slides 2-7 of the Presentation: Traditional Jewish musical instruments, or show the children the pictures of the instruments using the flashcards from the Activity: Traditional Jewish musical instruments flashcards.
Whether using the slides or the flashcards, read out the name of each instrument.
6. Using slide 8 of the Presentation: Traditional Jewish musical instruments, play each of the numbered instrument audio clips in turn. Ask the children to listen carefully and then guess which instrument they are listening to by pointing to the correct flashcard. Clicking the mouse after each audio file will bring up the name of the instrument and an image of the instrument.
7. Teach how to dance the Hora. The instructions are set out in the Activity: How to dance the Hora. You may also find the link: 'Rejoice in Dance - Teaching video for Hora dance' on VideoLink useful.
8. When you have had some practice, play the traditional Hora music, called the ‘Hava Nagila’, using the audio file on slide 9 of the Presentation: Traditional Jewish musical instruments. If you have tambourines and cymbals, you can hand these out to the children and invite them to play these instruments while dancing.
7. Dance in a circle to the Hora dance. Don’t worry if the children get the moves wrong, this dance is all about celebrating and having fun

Questioning: Can you match the sound with the picture of the instrument? 
Who can sing at the same time as playing their instrument in time with the music? 
Assessment:
· Match any of the sounds correctly with the instruments?
· Repeat the names of the traditional Jewish instruments and use them as they talk?
· Play the tambourine or cymbals in time to the song, while joining in with the lyrics?
· Do some of the basic steps to the Hora without music?


	Lesson 4

Borrow djembe drums set either from Kent Music or another school 
	Objectives: to learn about music from another culture, particularly when related to the festival of Kwanzaa; To take part in a traditional call and response song; To find classroom objects to use as drums and play in response to African music
Activities: 1. Explain to the children that they are going to be learning about the festival of Kwanzaa. ‘Kwanzaa’ means ‘first harvest’ and is a special festival held on the day after Christmas Day to celebrate African culture.
2. Kwanzaa is a day of dancing, listening to music, spending time with friends and family and learning more about African culture and history. Kwanzaa can be celebrated by people of all cultures and religions. It is not a religious festival.
3. One of the ways people in Africa like to sing and play instruments is through a ‘call and response song’. Tell the children that you and they are going to try a body percussion call and response. Clap out a simple beat and ask children to copy you. Repeat. 
4. Next change the rhythm slightly and repeat again. You could add in some different forms of body percussion (stamping feet, clicking fingers etc.) depending on the ability of the children. 
5. Now they can try joining in with a traditional African call and response song: 'Toom-Bah-Ee-Lero'. Explain to the class that they need to wait for the leader (the person singing the song) to sing first, and then they will copy, just like with the body percussion exercise.
6. Ask the children if they know what the instrument in the song is (drums). Explain that drums are one of the most important instruments in African music. 
7. Challenge the children to go and look around the classroom and find something they can use as a drum. They could use empty boxes, upturned trays, a tabletop, an upturned pencil pot etc. 
8. Ask the children to bring their drum back to the carpet. Then, play the clip: 'Alikunda African drumming music' on VideoLink and encourage the children to join in with the music, playing their own drum along to the song. Movement is encouraged in true African celebration style too!
Questioning: I wonder which classroom objects we could use as drums? DO you have any ideas? 
Can you copy this rhythm using your feet/hands/knees/clicks? 
Assessment:
Can the children join in with the body percussion call and response?
· Can they copy and repeat a simple rhythm?
· Are they able to join in with the Toom-Bah-Ee-Lero? Can they listen and respond to the lyrics?
· Are they able to use their imaginations and creativity to find classroom objects to use as drums?


	Lesson 5
	Objectives: continuation and consolidation of lesson 4 
Activities: Watch https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V4Ro30Ly9h4&list=PL6iC9icYvmjGyJiFgpiYJttuBwzGXtRqt 
Questioning:

	Lesson 6

	Objectives: Explore and engage in music making and dance, performing solo or in groups.
Activities: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bj9JINeD9qw Call and response body percussion. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cq432jKoUQk  Traditional African dance moves 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BO3JPDRQqXM Reciting African rhythm patterns and playing these on the drums
Questioning •	Can they copy and repeat a simple rhythm?  Who can sing at the same time as playing their instrument in time with the music? 


Key Vocabulary:
Anchor: high, low, loud, soft, watch, stop, start.
Goldilocks: keep the pulse, call and response, rhythm , beat , tambourine, drum
Next Steps: Bollywood, Kwanzaa, Diwali, Hannukah, all instrument names 

Opportunities for extended learning:
Children could gather some items to be used as drums for them to choose from, although looking for their own instrument promotes creativity and critical thinking.

Try to organise for external provider to come in and do African drumming with the children (Kevin Richards?) 
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