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	Objectives, Activities and Questioning

	Lesson 1
	Objectives: To understand the history of musical theatre
NC: Pupils should be taught to: Appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn from different traditions and from great composers and musicians
Develop an understanding of the history of music
Success criteria I can identify at least three features of musical theatre;  I can describe some of the roles involved in making musical theatre.
I can place types of musicals accurately on a timeline.
Activities: Play a ppoint presentation about the history of musical theatre. Question: Can you tell me some of the main features? Catchy music.
· A mixture of different types of songs – solo, duet, ensemble.
· A live orchestra or band accompaniment.
· Spoken dialogue.
· Dance sequences.
· Costumes and sets.
· Usually performed in a theatre, but films can be musicals too.
· Often tell a story.
 Explain that ‘Musicals’ or ‘musical theatre’ will contain:
· A ‘libretto’ (the spoken text).
· ‘Lyrics (the words to the songs), the songs being action songs, which move the plot forward, or character songs, which help the audience understand the character’s feelings.
· Music.
Roles in musical theatre (10 minutes)
Display slide 2 of the Presentation: History of musical theatre. 
  Making a musical theatre show takes a lot of work! Slide 2 shows the names of some of the key roles in a team making a musical theatre show. Group the children and allocate each group a couple of these roles. Ask them to think about what the jobs might entail.
Take feedback from each group and explain that the main roles in a musical theatre production are:
· Composer, who writes the music.
· Librettist, who writes the story.
· Lyricist, who writes the lyrics for the songs.
· Director, who is in charge of the dramatic performance.
· Musical director, who is in charge of the musical performance.
· Choreographer, who is in charge of the dancing.
· Designer, who creates the sets and costumes.
· Performers, who play the characters in the musical.
 
History and development Look at the ppoint presentation and animated slides discuss the history of musical theatre. 
Show slide 9 of the Presentation: History of musical theatre.  This slide is animated and includes Opera, Hip-hop and Rock musicals; Comic opera
Jukebox musicals, Book musicals
 Remind the children that some types of musical (as well as opera) are still created today.  Do you know of any musicals? Can you work out which category they belong to?  (Shrek, Lion King, Matilda, Phantom of the opera, Wicked, Les Misérables)
Questioning: •	What can you tell me about this kind of music?   Have you ever been to a musical theatre show?   What would you expect to see and hear if you went to a musical theatre show?
 Allow time for discussion, then share their ideas.
Assessment:
Pupils needing extra support: Group these children together for the duration of this unit, as they will be completing the least challenging of the differentiated activities throughout.
Pupils with secure understanding indicated by: Explaining what musical theatre is and being able to recall at least three features of this kind of music.
Pupils working at greater depth indicated by: Showing an understanding of the history of musical theatre by being able to place different types of musicals on a timeline. Using music vocabulary to describe the features of musicals, and being able to compare musical theatre to other genres previously studied. Group these children together for the duration of this unit, as they will be completing the most challenging of the differentiated activities throughout.

	Lesson 2

	Objectives: To identify character songs and action songs
Success Criteria:  I can identify a character song; I can identify an action song; I can justify my opinions by giving examples
Activities: Ask ‘can remember about the main features of musical theatre. What would they expect to see and hear if they went to a musical theatre show?
Recap the main features:
· Catchy music.
· A mixture of different types of songs – solo, duet, ensemble.
· A live orchestra or band accompaniment.
· Spoken dialogue.
· Dance sequences.
· Costumes and sets.
· Usually performed in a theatre, but films can be musicals too.
· Often tell a story.
Explain that they will be learning about types of songs in musical theatre. Play the song:  'Opera Australia - Anthony Warlow - The Pirates of Penzance - I am the Pirate King' Ask the key questions: Agree that the song ‘I am a Pirate King’ is a character song. Explain that songs can be categorised as either an ‘action’ song or a  ‘character’ song, although some songs can seem to have elements of both action song and character song.
Main activity
Play the children a minute or so from the following video clips, asking them to consider whether the songs are character or action songs:
· Link: 'HBO Max - The Wizard of Oz - Follow the yellow brick road' on VideoLink. Start the video at 1:00 minute as this is the start of the song. This is an action song.  It describes what is happening at that point in the story: Dorothy has to follow the yellow brick road to the Emerald City. The song does not tell us anything about how Dorothy is feeling or about her character, but it tells us where she is going and why.
 
· Link: 'The Fifth Avenue Theatre - Mark Jeffrey James Weber - Oliver - Where is love?' on VideoLink. This is a character song. The song does not relate the story but it tells the audience what the character (Oliver) is thinking and feeling.
 
· Link: 'The Fifth Avenue Theatre - Brandon O'Neill - Guys and Dolls - Luck be a lady' on VideoLink. This is an action song. The song is about a specific moment in the story where the character, Sky Masterston, is gambling and is calling for good luck, and begging the luck behaves nicely ‘like a lady’. There is a lot of tension surrounding the character’s throw of the dice. The song reflects this and draws the audience into the feeling of what is happening in the story.
 
· Link: 'Sony Pictures Kids Zone - Annie (2014) I think I'm gonna like it here' on VideoLink. This is an action song but the children may suggest it is a character song, which is fine, so long as they can justify their thinking.  The song describes what is happening, as Annie learns about her new home and all the things she is going to have.
 
Put the children into groups. They will work in these groups for the rest of the unit, so group according to confidence and musical ability as less challenging tasks will be given to groups who need more support, and more challenging tasks will be given to those groups where the children can work at greater depth.
Ask the groups to write a definition of an action song and a character song. Explain that they can include examples, but there should be enough in the definition to help someone else identify a song, without listening to an example. Also ask them to research the names of different musicals. 
·  Questioning: What is this song about? Can you name some features of music theatre style? What would they expect to see and hear if they went to a musical theatre show? Recap the main features:  If musical theatre shows tell a story, do you think this song tells the audience more about the action (plot) or more about a character? What is an action song   What is a character song   What is the music telling us?

Invite each group to share suggested definitions of character and action songs and take feedback from the rest of the class on each.  As a class, come up with the ultimate definition of each type of song that should satisfy all the example songs that the children have listened to.

Ask pupils if they can think of any songs that do not fit neatly into one of these categories and discuss why.  Explain that sometimes songs move the story along but indicate how characters are feeling as well.

Differentation and Assessment:
Pupils needing support: Group these children together for the duration of this topic, as they will be completing the least challenging of the differentiated activities throughout.
Pupils with secure understanding indicated by: Categorising songs as action songs or character songs.
Pupils working at greater depth indicated by: Drawing on the own experience to name songs from musical theatre and classifying them as either character or action songs or explaining why they may be both or neither. Group these children together for the duration of this topic, as they will be completing the most challenging of the differentiated activities throughout.

	Lesson 3 and 4 
	Objectives: To create a musical theatre scene
Success Criteria: I can work as part of a group; I can plan a musical scene to tell the story of a journey; I can think of or write a song that tells the story.
Activities: Divide into groups to creates a jukebox musical theatre scene, using existing songs. Give the groups time to discuss initial ideas for the group’s scene, making sure the scene will tell a story. (If this proves challenging, then there is scope to work as a whole class.) Songs that would work well include the following, which you can play to the children from slide 2 of the Presentation: The Journey.
The Climb – Miley Cyrus
Rocket Man – Taron Egerton
I’m gonna be (500 miles) – The Proclaimers
(Is this the way to) Amarillo – Tony Christie
Send me on my way – Rusted Root If time, each group could also create costume designs, props or a basic set designs.

The groups start by deciding who each of the characters are and what happens in their scene.  For example:
Maybe two friends meet up to go on a journey.
Perhaps someone goes on a journey chased by someone else.
Someone could arrive home after a great adventure.
Check each group’s plan at this stage to make sure that they aren’t attempting too much (or too little) in their scene. Check the children have their chosen audio track downloaded onto a device and encourage them to listen closely so they can match their actions to the music.
Questioning: What types of journey can you think of? What would the song be about? Would it be a character song or an action song? Where would the scene be set? What type of song would you compose? How should it make people feel?

Once the groups have worked out the storyline and the characters, they need to work on the dialogue and lyrics. If they are creating a book musical (the more confident and able groups), they will also need to think about which instruments they will use and what the melody will sound like. They can record this in any way that will enable them to recreate the tune.

As soon as the dialogue is written, they could work on choreographing a simple dance routine and practising their performance. Ideally, some performers focus on acting, some on singing and some on dancing, according to how confident each performer feels.
Get each group to identify the tasks that need to be completed next, reminding them that writing and performing the song is the most important aspect.
Differentation and Assessment:
Very much by outcome this session. CT support where required.  

	Lesson 5
	Objectives: To rehearse a short musical theatre scene
Success Criteria: I can work as part of a group; I can perform in time with my group; I can ensure that there are smooth transitions between spoken dialogue, singing and dancing.
Activities: Pupils rehearse the elements that they need to, whether focusing on spoken dialogue, dance or song. Circulate around the groups and offer feedback, giving them frequent time updates to ensure that they can plan their rehearsal effectively and cover everything they need to in this lesson, ready to perform next time. Use this as an opportunity to audition for the Year 6 production. 

Advice related to performance: 
Spoken dialogue: Remind pupils that this is a music lesson so they should not focus too heavily on spoken dialogue to tell the story. Instead, they should look at how they can express emotions using their facial expressions, body language and tone of voice. Encourage them to refer to timbre, dynamics and tempo when describing how to use their voice to tell the story.
Singing: Pupils should use a tuned percussion instrument to play the starting note to help them sing in tune and use hand signals and look at each other to help keep in time.
Are the children are familiar with the song and can sing it as a group, and encourage them to match their actions to the music?
 Dancing Encourage the dancers to sing too, to help them to perform in time as well as looking at the other dancers in their group to coordinate their movements.
Transitions
Remind the children to look at their transitions between the different elements to make sure that they are smooth and that the whole scene comes together as a whole.
Depending on the time you are allocating to this lesson, you may want to give time this lesson or in an extra lesson to allow pupils to create a backdrop, costumes and props. These will help bring the story to life.
Questioning: Are you performing in time with your group? Are you performing in tune with your group?

	Lesson 5 and 6 plus term 6
	Objectives: To plan, rehearse and perform the Year 6 Production. 
Key Questions: 
Are you performing in time with your group?  Are you performing in tune with your group?   What makes a good performance?   What do you need to do in your performance?   How can we improve our performance?   What should you not do? How can we improve the transitions to make them smooth? 



Knowledge
· To understand that a chord is the layering of several pitches played at the same time.
· To know that 12-bar Blues is a sequence of 12 bars of music, made up of three different chords.
· To know that ‘blues’ music aims to share feelings and blues songs tend to be about sadness or worry.
· To know that a ‘bent note’ is a note that varies in its pitch, e.g. the pitch may slide up or down.
· To understand that a chord is the layering of several pitches played at the same time.
· 

Knowledge and Skills:
· Name three key features of Blues music.
· Sing in tune, using vocal expression to convey meaning.
· Explain what a chord is and play the chord of C sixteen times.
· Play the twelve bar blues correctly.
·  Recognising and confidently discussing the stylistic features of different genres, styles and traditions of music using musical vocabulary. 
· Representing the features of a piece of music using graphic notation, and colours, justifying their choices with reference to musical vocabulary. 
· Comparing, discussing and evaluating music using detailed musical vocabulary. Improvising coherently within a given style. 
· Selecting, discussing and refining musical choices both alone and with others, using musical vocabulary with confidence. 
· Suggesting and demonstrating improvements to own and others’ work. 
· Singing songs in two or more parts, in a variety of musical styles from memory, with accuracy, fluency, control and expression. 
· Working as a group to perform a piece of music, adjusting dynamics and pitch according to a graphic score, keeping in time with others and communicating with the group. 
· Combining rhythmic patterns (ostinato) into a multi-layered composition using all the inter-related dimensions of music to add musical interest. Using staff notation to record rhythms and melodies.
· Play the notes of the Blues scale in the correct order, ascending and descending.
· Play a selection of Blues scale notes out of order in their own improvisation.
Opportunities for extended learning:
· Take the children to see a Musical –could be the local secondary school such as Fulston or TSS or the West End/ Marlowe.  

· Invite a musical theatre performer in to do a workshop with the class/ talk about performing in a musical. 
· Do a theatre tour and look behind the scenes. https://marlowetheatre.com/your-visit/our-theatre/theatre-tours/ 
Key Vocabulary:
Anchor: Composer, performer, tempo, dynamics, timbre, expression, voice projection, 
· Goldilocks: Book musical ; Jukebox musical; Lyrics; Choreography; Performers, choreographer, designer, transitions
Next Steps: Director, Operetta/Comic opera;  Rock/Hip-hop musical ; Lyricist;  Libretti; Director; Musical director
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