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 Key Question : Musical Me 
	
	Objectives, Activities and Questioning

	Lesson 1

	Objectives: To sing and play an instrument at the same time
NC: use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes; to play tuned and untuned instruments musically; to experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions
of music’
Success Criteria: I can say and clap the rhythm of my name; I can sing a song and play the pulse using my instrument; I can suggest how to make different sound effects of the song; I can take part in a class performance, singing and, playing the pulse at the same time
Activities: 
Warm Up: Hand out untuned percussion instruments and play, ‘My name game’  Learn to sing ‘We Went Inside In The Rain’ Once the pupils are confident singing the song, sit them in a circle and ask them to play on the pulse with their untuned percussion instruments while they sing. 
Creating, selecting and combining sounds (‘Composing’)
Ask the children what the song is about. What interesting sounds are there in the words of the song? (Splish, splash, splosh).
Show the pupils a selection of instruments that can imitate a splashing or a watery sound and ask them which instruments they could use to make the splish, splash, splosh sounds. Remind the children that instruments can be used in different ways.
Invite individuals to try out their ideas for the most effective way to represent the sounds in the song.
As a class, perform your version of ‘We went outside in the rain’, singing the song whilst playing the pulse first, and then performing the instrumental sound-effects.
Questioning: What is it called when we clap the pattern of our name? (Rhythm)     What is it called when we play a steady beat? (Pulse)Cnyou keep a steady pulse? What other sounds might there be in the song? (Us walking outside, jumping sounds, laughing and giggling, parents tut and sigh etc.)  How could we make these sounds using our instruments and voices? Can you make some sound effects?
Differentiation and Assessment: 
Pupils with secure understanding indicated by Clapping the rhythm of their name. Singing the melody accurately while playing their instrument in time.
Pupils working at greater depth indicated by An ability to play the pulse reliably at the same time as singing. Making and justifying informed choices when selecting instrumental sound effects.  Invite these pupils to participate in the final instrumental performance.
Pupils needing extra support: If your safeguarding policy allows it, move around the circle and tap gently on pupils’ shoulders in time to the music to help them feel the pulse.


	Lesson 2

	Objectives: To choose and play appropriate dynamics and timbres for a piece of music
NC: to use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes; to play tuned and untuned instruments musically
 experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music’
 Success Criteria: I can copy back a rhythm (pattern) at the right dynamic (volume); I can use my instrument to play the rhythm of a song without singing; I understand that all instruments have their own timbre (unique sound); I can change the dynamics and timbre in my performance to alter the emotion of the song; I can use my instrument to keep the pulse when I perform
Activities:  What is timbre?
Sing the song, ‘We went outside in the rain’, keeping the pulse with untuned instruments by playing them on the beat.
When the pupils have all remembered the song securely, ask them to play the rhythm of the song on their instruments, without singing.
Pick a few who each have a different kind of instrument. Ask them to play individually on their instrument so that everyone can listen to the sound. Draw out the understanding that all instruments have their own unique sound and that this is called ‘timbre’.
Performing with timbre and dynamics
Key Questioning: What is this song about? What emotion do you think the song has? Is it happy? Sad? Scary? Angry?
Explain that composers use different dynamics and timbres to show different emotions in their music.
Sing the song in a few different ways, experimenting with making it sound sad, scary, angry, sleepy, happy, etc. Ask individual children to suggest which instruments would match the emotions of their singing, and use these to keep the pulse while they perform

Questioning:  
Differentiation and Assessment: 
Pupils with secure understanding indicated by Showing a range of emotions in their voices. Describing the dynamics and timbre.
Pupils working at greater depth indicated by Consistently copying back a rhythm at the correct dynamic. Leading the pulse-playing to the group. Making appropriate suggestions for matching instruments to emotions.
Pupils needing extra support: If your safeguarding policy allows it, move around the circle and tap gently on pupils’ shoulders in time to the music, to help them feel the pulse.


	Lesson 3
	Objectives:  To use musical notation to play melodies
NC: Pupils should be taught to: use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes; to play tuned and untuned instruments musically’; Preparation for KS2: to use and understand staff and other musical notations
Success Criteria: I know that melodies (tunes) can be written down using letters; I can play a melody (tune) from letter notation (letter names)
Activities: Invent a short melody (no more than five notes) and sing it to the pupils for them to sing back to you. Repeat until pupils are confident and then ask for volunteers to sing their own melody for everyone else to copy.
Letter name notation. Explain they will not always have a teacher to teach them the tune of a piece of music. Ask the children how they could learn a song if there was no one there to teach them? Explain that you want to know how they could learn a song if it had never been sung before. Show examples of ‘notation’ to write down music so that other people can sing and play it. Graphic notation and then focus mainly on ‘letter notation’ to play our song today.  Explain this is when we write down the letter names of each note to help us remember in which order to play the notes.
Hand out tuned instruments that have the note names written on them. Ask the children to find a selection of different notes,  for example:  Can you find A?     Can you find C? Display the notation. Show the notation for ‘We went outside in the rain’ and give children chance to practice it. 
Key questions What is it called when we use lots of different pitches in a row? (Melody.)How can we learn a song?
Differentiation and Assessment:
 Pupils with secure understanding indicated by: Playing a known melody from letter notation in the right order if not with the right rhythms.
Pupils working at greater depth indicated by: Accurately playing a known melody with the right rhythm from letter notation and a new melody from letter notation. 
Pupils needing extra support: Pair these pupils with another more confident pupil for the letter notation activities.  You could also colour code the letters and put coloured dots on the corresponding notes of the instrument so that pupils do not have to rely on letter recognition alone. Children could also be given one phrase to focus on rather than playing the whole piece. 
Write a selection of letter names (A–G) on the board. Ask individual pupils to come out and point at them in the order of their choice, for everyone to play the melody they have created.
Try to get the pupils to point to each letter slowly and ‘in time’ to make the performance more musical.

	Lesson 4 and 5 
	Objectives: To use letter notation to write my own melody
NC: play tuned and untuned instruments musically; experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions
of music. ‘ Preparation for KS2: use and understand staff and other musical notations
Success Criteria: I can create a melody; I can write my melody down using letter names; I know that writing a melody is called ‘letter notation’; I can play my melody back from the letter names I have written.
Activities: 
1.  Write a selection of note letter names, A to G, on the board. Ask individuals to come out and point to the letters in any order, while the rest of the children play the notes as they are pointed to. Essentially pupils are making up a melody as they go along, which the class is then playing.
Encourage pupils to point to each letter slowly and ‘in time’ to make the performance more musical.

Creating, selecting and combining sounds (‘Composing’)
2. Explain to the pupils that it is time for them to use letter notation to create their own music. Say that composers make up the music first and then write it down, so they should try out their ideas on their instrument first, and when they have found a melody that they like, they then write it down in letter-name notation.
The length of the melody will depend on the individual child. Some children may only write really short melodies but others will write longer ones. The aim is to make up something that sounds nice musically, rather than just writing down any letters.
It is important for the children to create the whole melody before notating it, so allow them enough time to complete the task.
As and when individual children have decided on their melody, they should notate it on plain paper (unless they are using the melody framework for extra support).
Put the children into pairs and get them each to play their own tune and have a go at playing their partner’s tune.
Note that:
· Some children will create well-structured melodies with balanced musical phrases that have the same number of beats in each phrase.
· Others will create a free structure that does not appear to make musical sense.
At this stage it doesn’t matter whether the piece is musically structured, the aim is to get used to the idea of inventing music, writing it down, and playing it back.
Key questions
· Did we get the tune right?
· Did we play in time?
Differentiation and Assessment: 
Pupils with secure understanding indicated by: Playing a new melody from letter notation in the right order if not ‘in-time’. Inventing a melody, writing it down, and playing it back.
Pupils working at greater depth indicated by: These pupils can bring their own instruments to the lesson where appropriate. They can try playing their melody at the same time as their partner’s melody to see what it sounds like. They can add dynamics to their melody. Assessment: Accurately playing a new melody from letter notation. Writing a ‘musical’ melody with a regular phrase structure and playing it back.
Pupils needing extra support: Provide children with the Activity: Melody framework (similar to a writing frame) that has some letter names already filled in, and spaces for the pupils to fill in the gaps. Colour code the letters and put coloured dots on the corresponding notes of the instrument so that pupils do not have to rely on letter recognition alone.



	Lesson 6
	Objectives: to perform melodies by following notation. 
NC: play tuned and untuned instruments musically; experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions
of music’
Success Criteria: I can work as part of a group; I can help create a piece of music; I can make my composition more interesting by adding timbre and dynamics
Activities: Children take turns to perform both their own and another pupil’s composition. 
Questioning: How fast should we play? How does the rhythm go? Can you say the rhythm? Can you clap the rhythm? What is the highest/lowest note?



Knowledge and Skills
· Beginning to use musical vocabulary to describe music.
· Identifying melodies that move in steps.
· Listening to and repeating a short, simple melody by ear.
· Suggesting improvements to their own and others’ work.
· Selecting and creating longer sequences of appropriate sounds with voices or instruments to represent a given idea or character.
· Successfully combining and layering several instrumental and vocal patterns within a given structure.
· Creating simple melodies from five or more notes.
· Choosing appropriate dynamics, tempo and timbre for a piece of music.
· Using letter name and graphic notation to represent the details of their composition.
· Using their voices expressively when singing, including the use of basic dynamics (loud and quiet).
· Singing short songs from memory, with melodic and rhythmic accuracy.
· Copying longer rhythmic patterns on untuned percussion instruments, keeping a steady pulse.
· Performing expressively using dynamics and timbre to alter sounds as appropriate.
· Singing back short melodic patterns by ear and playing short melodic patterns from letter notation
· To understand that ‘melody’ means a tune.
· To know that ‘notation’ means writing music down so that someone else can play it.
· To understand that ‘accompaniment’ can mean playing instruments along with a song.
· To understand that a melody is made up from high and low pitched notes played one after the other, making a tune.
































jjjKnowledge and Skills:
 


Key Vocabulary:
Anchor: long , short, loud, soft, listen, fast, slow
Goldilocks: rhythm, pulse, dynamics, composer, timbre, beat
Next Steps: melody, notation

Opportunities for extended learning:

To join their own compositions to another group in order to compose a longer piece. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Record their own composition and share to the rest of the school/an audience.
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